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Relax with comics and 

puzzles, D4-6

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, D2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, D2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a features tip or general question? Contact 
Andrea Davis at 352-753-1119, ext. 5374
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Go Big WGo Big WGo Big ith a Bread Bowl: 
Spinach-Ham Dip

Heat oven to 350° F. In medium bowl, blend ricotta 
cheese and sour cream until smooth. Add spinach, ham, 
Parmesan cheese and green onions; mix until blended.

INGREDIENTS

    2 cups ricotta cheese

    1 cup sour cream

    1 package (10 ounces) frozen 
spinach, thawed and squeezed dry

    1/41/41/  pound ham, cubed4 pound ham, cubed4

ENJOY THIS BEER 
WITH FRIENDS
Bira 91 Blonde 
Lager: a beer 

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Michelle Ingrham, 2 to 4 p.m., Blondie’s, 1063 Main 
Street, The Villages, free admission: blondiesbar.
com. Enjoy wine, beer, cocktails or non-alcoholic 
drinks and some fresh air at the outdoor bar. 
Florida based singer-songwriter Michelle Ingrham 
will take the stage to provide live entertainment. 
She is known for her powerful vocals and 
acoustic guitar skills. She has been performing 
for over 20 years. Visit the above website for more 
information and other upcoming performances at 
Blondie’s.  

Friday Night Car Show, 5 to 8 p.m., Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, free; thevillagesentertainment.com. 
The Villages Entertainment is hosting a Friday Night Cruise In at Lake Sumter Landing, featuring The Villages 
Classic Automobile Club. Each show, a different club is featured and cars that the club picks will be shown on 
that night. Cars will be shown starting at 5 p.m. and will be shown during live performance by the Orlando-
based band Blue Stone Circle. For more information, visit tvclassicac.com. 

Today 4/10
Bingo, 12:30 p.m., 
American Legion 
Tri-City Post 18, 401 E. 
Gulf Atlantic Highway, 
Wildwood, free 
admission: floridalegion.
org. The public is invited 
to play a game of bingo 
at the American Legion 
Tri-City Post 18. Cash 
prizes and concessions 
will be available. Doors 
open at 11 a.m. and the 
game will start at 
12:30 p.m. Tri-City Post 
18 is hosting two bingo 
games in April, and the 
next one is on April 24. 
For more information, 
call 352-399-6325 or 
email tricitypost18@
gmail.com. 

Saturday 4/12
Buffalo Stroll Autism 
Awareness 5K and Family 
Fun Event, 8 a.m., The 
Villages Charter Middle 
School Buffalo Ridge 
Campus’s Athletic Center, 
251 Buffalo Trail, The 
Villages, starting at $35; 
runsignup.com/Race/FL/
TheVillages/BuffaloStroll. 
From 8 to 9 a.m., the event 
will have a sensory-
friendly hour for those 
who may be autistic and 
their families. The hour 
will be followed by a 
100-meter dash and a 5K. 
The family event, from 
9:15 a.m. to noon, will 
include balloon artists, 
face painting, bounce 
houses and vendors.

Friday 4/11
Ask the Master Gardener 
Plant Clinic, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., The Villages 
Sumter County Service 
Center, 7375 Powell Road, 
Wildwood; free, sfyl.ifas.
ufl.edu. Every Friday, the 
Sumter County Service 
Center hosts a plant 
clinic where members of 
the community can ask 
questions and work with a 
master gardener. Guests 
are encouraged to bring 
photos of their plants and 
ask horticulture questions. 
For more information 
about the clinic or to 
ask questions before 
the meeting, contact: 
askthemastergardener@
ifas.ufl.edu. 

Saturday 4/12
Museum Exhibit Hall 
and Train Ride, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Bushnell Station 
& Gulf Coast & Central 
Florida Railroad Museum, 
6470 W. County Road 476, 
Bushnell, adult tickets are 
$8.75, seniors, military and 
first responders tickets 
are $7.75, for students 
and children over the 
age of 3 tickets are $5.75, 
children under 3 get in 
free; bushnellstation.com. 
The goal of The Gulf Coast 
& Central Florida Railroad 
is to provide enthusiasts 
of all ages the educational 
and entertainment of 
model railroading through 
interactive displays and 
exhibits. 

Sunday 4/13
Lake Sumter Line Scenic 
Cruise, 4 p.m. to sunset, 
Lake Sumter Line, Lake 
Sumter Landing Market 
Square, 1015 Lake Shore 
Drive, $3; districtgov.org. 
The Lake Sumter Line is 
back in operation, so bring 
your family and friends 
along for a scenic boat 
ride. Get comfortable and 
enjoy the views as you 
cruise across the waters 
of Lake Sumter and learn 
about the legendary tall 
tales of the area. Bring 
binoculars and look for 
wildlife or just enjoy the 
wind in your hair. No 
reservations are needed. 
The boat dock is behind RJ 
Gators.

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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Make it a Great Day!

T E S T  YO U R  N E W S  I Q
—

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S
—

I N S I D E  T O D AY ’ S  D A I LY  S U N

Bill Mitchell  |  Daily Sun
Debra Torino, a paraprofessional, works with Yvonne Cates, a kindergartner at Wyomina Park Elementary in Ocala.

Florida Schools Test 
Year-Round Model

By GARRETT SHIFLET  |  Daily Sun Staff Writer

While most students and teachers were on vacation last July, 
class was just getting into session at Wyomina Park Elementary 
School in Ocala.

Now, the school is close to winding up its first year in a  
year-round school pilot program administered by the Florida 
Department of Education.

“We’re very proud of being one of the three schools in the 
state to do this early  start model,” Principal Victoria Hunt said. 

Wyomina Park Elementary School is piloting the program 
with Challenger 7 Elementary School in Brevard County and 
Marjorie K. Rawlings Elementary Center for Fine Arts in 
Alachua County. 

The program was designed to curb the summer learning loss 
that happens with elementary schoolchildren by taking the 

Please See SCHOOL, A6
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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  C5

Patricia Tubbs worked at IBM, specializing in 
corporate marketing during three Olympics.

CHASITY BOATMAN ON CHARITY  |  C1
Habitat for Humanity of Lake-Sumter is 
accepting applications for select housing.
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Scottie Scheffler 
will try to 
become only the 
fourth golfer 
to win back-to-
back Masters 
titles when the 
tournament 
tees off 
today with 21 
newcomers.

Bring your 
plant questions 
to the free Ask 
the Master 
Gardener 
Plant Clinic 
from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Friday 
at The Villages 
Sumter County 
Service Center.
Every Friday, the plant 
clinic allows members 
of the community to 
ask questions and work 
with a master gardener. 
Guests are encouraged 
to bring photos of their 
plants and ask horticul-
ture questions. 
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ROOF COLLAPSE AT 
DOMINICAN JET SET 
CLUB KILLS OVER 100

MIDWEST PIPELINE 
PROJECT IN JEOPARDY 
OVER BACKLASH

More than 250 people 
were injured and crews 
were still searching for 
potential survivors more 
than 24 hours later. A2

Summit Carbon Solu-
tions tried to gain the 
land it needed through 
eminent domain, riling 
up landowners. A10

INDIANA JOINS LIST OF STATES  
WITH 3 OR MORE MEASLES CASES
Indiana health officials announced a measles outbreak 
Wednesday, with six cases that have no known links to the 
outbreaks in several other states. The u.S. has more than 
double the number of measles cases it saw in all of 2024.

, / .

-

The Villages Philharmonic 
Orchestra held the season’s final 
classical concert Tuesday at The 
Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts 
Center. Patrons were enchanted by 
Ukrainian pianist Anastasiia Rud, 
who made her U.S. debut alongside 
the VPO, cellist David Calhoun and 
guest violinists Fabrizio Falasca 
and Laura Hamilton. 

Please See CONCERT, A7

O N LY  I N  T H E  V I L L AG E S
—

By Taylor Strickland

FAVORITE BOOK 
GENRES OF READERS
1. Thriller, mystery or  
crime (37%)

2. Historical nonfiction (24%)

3. Memoir, biography or 
autobiography (21%)

4. Historical fiction (21%)

5. Fantasy (20%)

Readers cite thriller, 
crime and mystery books 
by far as their favorite 
genre, according to a new 
NPR/Ipsos poll. About  
51% of respondents overall 
read a book in the past 
month, compared to 72% 
of those who identify as 
readers, the poll found.

THE RETURN OF AN EXTINCT ANIMAL, WEEKEND EXERCISE AND A MASTERFUL DISPLAY 

 The field for the 89th 
Masters at Augusta  
National Golf Club is the 
eighth-largest in Masters 
history with how many 
golfers? Page B1 

2.

a) 104

b) 97

c) 95

d) 83

 A study reports 
people whose physical 
activity fits a “weekend 
warrior” pattern may 
lower their risk of early 
death from various 
causes. Page A9 

3.

 using DNA, researchers at Colossal Biosciences have been able to geneti-
cally engineer three dire wolves, which went extinct more than 10,000 years 
ago. What animal is their closest living relative today? Page A14

1.

a) Siberian huskies
b) Gray wolves

c) Arctic wolves
d) Alaskan malamutes

, / .

%

TA R I F F  A N D  M A R K E T  U P D AT E S
—

Trump Cools Tariffs 
On Most Countries, 
Raises Levy on China
Compiled from wire reports

U.S. stocks soared to one 
of their best days in history 
on a euphoric Wall Street 
Wednesday after President 
Donald Trump said he would 
back off on most of his tariffs 
temporarily. 

Trump announced a 
90-day pause on higher recip-
rocal tariffs that hit dozens of 
trade partners after midnight, 

while raising duties on 
China to 125%. 

The president’s announce-
ment comes after his admin-
istration heard from more 
than 75 countries that he said 
have been negotiating on trade 
and who have chosen not to 
retaliate against the U.S. tariffs. 

Please See TARIFFS, A8

-

10% 9.5%
The baseline tariff rate for 
most nations that went 
into effect on Saturday. It’s 
lower than the 20% tariff 
originally set for goods 
from the European union, 
24% on imports from 
Japan and 25% on prod-
ucts from South Korea. 
Still, 10% represents an 
increase in the tariffs 
previously charged by  
the u.S. government.

The percent gain for the 
S&P 500 on Wednesday, 
though it’s still below 
where it was when the 
sweeping set of tariffs 
were announced last 
week. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average shot 
to a gain of 2,962 points, 
or 7.9%. The Nasdaq 
composite leaped 12.2%. 
For the full market 
results see Page C11.

-
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• Reduce heat, sun glare and fading. 
• Increase privacy. Add storm protection.

• Create additional living spaces with exterior shade systems.
• Work directly with the manufacturer for the best quality and service.

• All products warrantied.

CUSTOM MOTORIZED & MANUAL LANAI SHADES • GARAGE SHADES 
• FLORIDA ROOM SHADES • INTERIOR SHADES • SHUTTERS & MORE!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND WHERE WE MAKE OUR SHADES AT
31665 Executive Blvd., Leesburg | www.shadebrothers.com

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5, SATURDAY 10-2

352-431-3181
Call for a FREE In-Home Design Consultation & Estimate Today

MANUFACTURED
BY SHADE BROTHERS IN LEESBURG, FL 

 AND SOLD DIRECTLY TO YOU!

MANUFACTURED

What YOU See:

What THEY See:

VETERAN
OWNED

VETERAN
OWNED

$

from the front page

Classical music lovers old 
and new attended the concert, 
where they were as taken 
with the musicians as the 
music. Rud, who is 19 years 
old, played on the orchestra’s 
new concert D model grand 
piano. 

“It is with great joy that we 
exhibit our new Steinway D 
grand piano for a wonderful 
concert, a program of great 
intensity and beauty: Mozart-
Beethoven-Brahms,” said 
maestro Pasquale Valerio, 
co-founder, director and chair 
of the VPO. “The triple concert 
of L.V. Beethoven features 
three extraordinary talents: 
Anastasiia Rud, pianist of the 
London Performing Academy 
of Music; Fabrizio Falasca, 
violin, associate leader of 
Philharmonic Orchestra of 
London; and David Calhoun, 
principal cello of The Villages 
Philharmonic.”

The program for the 
evening included Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s “La Clem-
enza di Tito” overture, Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s “Concerto 
for Violin, Cello, and Piano in 
C Major, Op. 56,” also known 
as the “Triple Concerto,” and 
Johannes Brahms’ “Symphony 
No. 2 in D Major, Op. 73.”

Hamilton led the orchestra 
through Mozart’s overture. In 
addition to being the VPO’s 
regular guest concertmaster, 
Hamilton is a violin teacher 
and former principal asso-
ciate concertmaster for the 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, 
where she led hundreds of 
performances over a tenure of 
33 years.

After the overture, Calhoun, 
Falasca and Rud performed 
Beethoven’s “Triple Concerto,” 
the only concerto Beethoven 
completed for more than one 
solo instrument. 

Patrons were delighted with 
Rud’s performance of the 

piece, commenting that it was 
“amazing,” “arresting” and that 
she “stole the show.”

“That piano was beautiful,” 
said Dianne Paccione, of the 
Village of Summerhill. “She 
did such a good job.” 

Rud’s debut marks the 
beginning of an artistic 
collaboration with the London 
Performing Academy of Music, 
a prestigious, independent 
international music conser-
vatory in London that offers 
high-level classical music 
education for talented musi-
cians of all ages. 

Stefania Passamonte, exec-
utive director of the LPMAM, 
also was in attendance and 
served as page-turner while 

Rud played the piano. 
Rud was finishing the 11th 

grade at the Kharkiv State 
Music Lyceum when the 
Russia-Ukraine war started. 
The LPMAM  helped Rud 
leave Ukraine by finding a 
sponsor to help her acquire 
a U.K. refugee visa. After 
getting approved, Rud moved 
to London to continue her 
musical studies at LPMAM. 

“Since I moved to London, 
my life has changed for the 
better,” Rud said. “I am very 
grateful to everyone involved 
for the amazing opportu-
nity to study at the London 
Performing Academy of Music 
and attend interesting classes 
and events.”

Highlights of Rud’s musical 
career in the United Kingdom 
include recitals at the National 
Musicians’ Church, the Royal 
Albert Hall Music for Youth 
Proms, the Lady Mayoress 
Festival for the City of London 
at Mansion House, Conway 
Hall’s annual Ethical Gala and 
now, performing with the VPO 
at The Sharon. 

“That was a really nice 
performance today,” said Bill 
Penix, a Village of Bridgeport 
at Mission Hills resident 
and member of the Opera 
Club of The Villages. “It was 
interesting because you 
could hear the actual move-
ment between the parts very 
evenly and the volumes come 
evenly across.” 

The concert ended with  
Brahms’ “Symphony No. 

2 in D major, Op. 73,” a cheery, 
nearly pastoral symphony 
comprised of four movements. 
It, along with the VPO’s 
guests, earned the orchestra a 
standing ovation.

“I really liked it,” said 
Baerbel Engel, a Village of Rio 
Grande resident and another 
Opera Club member.  “I was 
actually dreaming with the 
music, putting it in a scene, 
and that takes something … 
I’ve been here now 12 years, 
and I know pretty much the 
beginnings for some of them, 
but I think they are getting 
better and better each time.” 

The VPO’s final show of the 
season, “Magic Moments of 
Opera Scenes,” will  feature 
famous arias and overtures 
from operas audiences know 
and love at 7 p.m. May 10 at 
The Sharon. Tickets for the 
show are $40 and up.

To purchase tickets, go to 
thevillagesentertainment.
com, thevillagesphilharmonic.
org or visit the nearest The 
Villages Box Office location. 

Senior writer Taylor Strickland 
can be reached at 352-753-1119, 
ext. 5334, or taylor.strickland@
thevillagesmedia.com.

CONCERT
Continued from A1

Photos by Sophia Lucente  |  Daily Sun
Violinist Fabrizio Falasca, from front left, cellist David Calhoun and pianist Anastasiia Rud play with The Villages 
Philharmonic Orchestra for their last classical concert of the season Tuesday at The Sharon.

Members of The Villages Philharmonic Orchestra play in 
the last classical concert of the season Tuesday.
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