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Do you need to add or change your listing?
New
Listing

Change
Current

Addition to
Current Listing

Remove
Listing

☐At least one time per week ☐2 to 5 times per week ☐6 or more times per week

What sections do you frequently use?
☐ Helpful Info. Pages ☐White Pages ☐ Yellow pages ☐Map ☐Other___________

Mail: Residential Directory Revisions

email: vmg.phonebook@thevillagesmedia.com

Information as printed in The Villages Residential Directory 2024 (if applicable):

Name/Names:

Address:

Phone Number:

Hometown or City/State you moved from:

Please make the following additions/corrections(s) in The Villages Residential Directory 2025:

Name/Names:

Address:

Phone Number:

Hometown or City/State you moved from:

Please note:  WE CAN ONLY LIST ONE PHONE NUMBER PER HOUSEHOLD, either landline or cell. 

What special feature do you like best?

Other Comments:

RESIDENTIAL DIRECTORY

Email:

If you don’t want to email us or fill out our online form, please cut this out,
fill this out and drop this off at our offices in Spanish SpringsTM location or 

Brownwood® location.  But only if you’re information has changed or is 
incorrect in the 2024 Residential Directory. Need to be turned into by

     November 1st, date subject to change.

INFORMATION 

ROUND-UP

Howdy Partner,

It’s “Directory Dirk” here.

Time to Round Up  your name, address, and phone 
number along with some other details so your kin folk and 

wheel-horses here in The Villages can find you in the 
2025 Residential Directory.  We think we have the right info for 

most of you, but we’re asking you to make sure you review your listing 
in the 2024 book and send in the form you see here so we can make sure

 it’s A.O.K.  Check for others in your household too.  We don’t want to leave 
them out.  Don’t like paper?  You can do that internet thing and scan 

QR code or go to TheVillagesDailySun.com and under VILLAGES MEDIA 
look for the Directory Info Update.  You can also email us at the 

email address shown at the bottom of the form.

Appreciate it... Directory Dirk

P.S. We don’t need the name of your horse if you have one.P.S. We don’t need the name of your horse if you have one.

By TAYLOR STRICKLAND
Daily Sun Senior Writer 

Many beloved stars and 
legendary musicians play The 
Sharon L. Morse Performing 
Arts Center, but it’s not every 
day that the star is one of 
Central Florida’s own. 

John Anderson, an Apopka 
native and recent Country 
Music Hall of Fame inductee, 
just came home to count the 
memories. Days before Hurri-
cane Milton hit, the country 
music star made a stop at The 
Sharon, where he performed an 
acoustic set of all his greatest 
hits, such as “Swingin’” and 

“Black Sheep.” He was joined on 
stage by longtime friend and 
fellow musician, steel player 
Glenn Rieuf.

The concert opened with 
Billy Joe Shaver’s “I’m Just an 
Old Chunk of Coal (But I’m 
Gonna Be a Diamond Someday),” 
followed by Glenn Ray and 
Bobby Wright’s “I Just Came 
Home to Count the Memories.”

“That’s always a special song 
for me to sing down in this 

part of the country these days,” 
Anderson said. “I drive up and 
down the road, and I have a lot 
of great memories from this 
area of the country.” 

Anderson grew up in 
Apopka, hoeing orange trees 
and dreaming of pursuing 
music. At 17 years old, he set 
off to Nashville and took a job 
as a construction worker. 

One of the sites Anderson 
helped build was a brand 

new performing arts center 
called the Grand Ole Opry 
House. Staring down into the 
dark theater, he saw where the 
stage would be and swore to 
himself that one day, he would 
perform on that stage. And 
that’s exactly what he did. 

Starting in 1977 with the 
release of his first single, “I’ve 
Got a Feelin’ (Somebody’s 
Been Stealin’)”, the Nashville 
legend has released 22 studio 
albums and more than 40 
singles on Billboard’s U.S. Hot 
Country list. He is best known 
for his No. 1 singles “Wild and 
Blue,” “Swingin’,” Black Sheep,” 

“Straight Tequila Night,” and 
“Money in the Bank.” 

In addition to singing and 
playing the guitar, Anderson 
shared stories about other 
country music legends like 
Merle Haggard and Waylon 
Jennings. The audience hung 

on every word, listening as 
he explained how he and 
Haggard’s 40-year friendship 
and working relationship 
started with their rendition 
of Danny Dill and Marijohn 
Wilkin’s “Long Black Veil.” 

“Me and old Merle has some 
great, great times,” Anderson 
said. “I believe we’re on six 
different records together, 
and probably did 100 shows 
together.”

For the encore, Anderson 
did a little more name drop-
ping. About 20 years ago, he 
was sitting in his Nashville 
home one morning, working 
on songs and getting nowhere. 
The phone rang, and he almost 
ignored it, but decided to 
answer anyway. To this day, 
it’s one of the best decisions 
he’s ever made. 

“On the other end, a voice 
said, ‘Hey, hoss, this is Waylon,’” 
Anderson said. “I said, ‘Man, 
what are you doing calling me 
here?’ He said, ‘I’m fixing to 

make a record down here at the 
Ryman Auditorium, and I sure 
wish you’d come and help.’”

Anderson told Jennings 
to name the time and place, 
and he’d be there. Together, 
the two recorded a rendi-
tion of Jenning’s 1975 song 

“Waymore’s Blues.” It was their 
first and last collaboration.  

“Folks, I’m so glad I got to 
do this, because this would be 
the last album Waylon would 
make while he was living,” 
Anderson said. “I’m glad to 
have had a little part in it.” 

Throughout the concert, 
Anderson shared his 

appreciation for the fans 
who supported him all these 
years, crediting them for 
his recent induction to the 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 
He also specifically singled 
out those who live in Central 
Florida, sharing his love 
for the area and praying for 
everyone’s safety ahead of  

hurricane Milton. 
“I’ll be praying for good old 

Central Florida here for this 
big hurricane,” he said. “The 
last one caused a lot of trouble 
down here, but up in the 
mountains — up in Tennessee 

— it’s pretty tragic what’s 
happening. We’re praying for 
those people too.” 

The audience was reluctant 
to let Anderson go, cheering 
for encore after encore. Many 
were Central Florida residents 
from outside The Villages, 
such as LeeAnne and Bob 
Drake of Ocala. The pair were 
accompanied by their friends, 
Kim and Bob Hutchinson, also 
of Ocala. 

Bob has always been a big 
fan of Anderson, so LeeAnne 
bought The Sharon tickets for 
his birthday a few months ago. 
In her own words, the surprise 
was ruined when Bob insisted 
on buying the tickets himself, 
but he was still overjoyed by 
the gift. 

In addition to being a big 
John Anderson fan, Bob is a 

bit of a musician himself. 
“I play guitar a little bit — not 

good, not stageworthy,” Bob 
said. It’s just for myself, but I 
love playing John Anderson. 
My favorite ones are ‘Chicken 
Truck,’ ‘Wild and Blue,’ ‘Black 
Sheep’ and ‘Would You Catch a 
Falling Star.’” 

None of the group had ever 
scene Anderson in concert 
before, and they all appreci-
ated the unplugged sound of 
the acoustic set. Kim particu-
larly liked the addition of  
Glenn Rieuf, and LeeAnne 
really enjoyed all the stories 
Anderson shared. 

“I think it’s more intimate 
when it’s this way, because I 
feel like you’re a part of it and 
not just a big show,” she said. 

Senior writer Taylor Strickland 
can be reached at 352-753-1119, 
ext. 5334, or taylor.strickland@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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The country music star  
blew into town on a 

“Seminole Wind,” delighting 
his fans in The Villages.

$

arts & culture

Country  
music star John 
Anderson, left, 
sings and plays 
the acoustic 
guitar next to 
his longtime 
steel guitarist 
Glenn Rieuf on 
Oct. 7 at The 
Sharon L. Morse 
Performing  
Arts Center. 

Joseph Cooke,  
Daily Sun


