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Donovan Tea has been to The 
Villages too many times to 
count now, but he’s always 
pleased to see the commu-
nity on The Lettermen’s tour 
schedule. 

“(Villagers) are a great cross 
section of people,” Tea said. 

“They’ve seen us quite a few 
times, which means we can’t 
rest on our laurels, so we bring 
our best every time.” 

The Lettermen are an inter-
nationally acclaimed vocal 
trio known for their seam-
less harmonies and romantic 
ballads. Founded in 1959, the 
group has had several lineups 
of singers, with the current 
lineup consisting of      Donovan 
Tea, Bobby Poynton and 
Rob Gulack. Tea is one of the 
most tenured members in 
Lettermen history, second only 
to original lead singer Tony 
Butala, and after nearly 38 
years with the group, he doesn’t 
plan on stopping any time soon. 

“I love what I do,” Tea 
said. “Most people my age are 
retiring and they ask me when 
I’m going to give it up and I tell 
them, ‘I want to die with one 
more show on the books.’” 

Born in Houston, Tea grew 
up listening to his mother’s 
Lettermen and  Frank Sinatra 
albums. His mother, Fran, 
whom Tea likens vocally to 
Dinah Shore, always sang, 
and his father had a recording 
contract that fizzled out. 

Despite growing up in a 
musical family, Tea didn’t 
always aspire to be a singer. 

“I wanted to be a profes-
sional golfer, but I wasn’t good 
enough,” he said. 

Tea got his first singing 
job at 15,  after his family 

moved to Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. A representative from 
Hinshaw’s asked him to sing 
during a store fashion show.  

“It was at the Diamond Bar 
Country Club, and I sang in 
front of about 500 well-coiffed 
ladies,” Tea said. “I sang three 
songs to open the fashion show 
and got paid about $15, which 
was all the money in the world 
back then.” 

It was during this perfor-
mance, Tea said, that the show 
biz bug bit him. From then on, 
he devoted much of his time 
to performing. Thankfully, he 
had people to guide him. 

At the behest of a beloved 
high school teacher, Tea joined 
the Roger Wagner Los Angeles 
Master Chorale, competed in 
and won a singing competition 
in Guildford, England, and 
toured throughout Europe. He 
then went on to join The Young 
Americans, which he describes 
as “like going to college to be a 
singer in show business.”

“I learned from the best,” 
Tea said. “I got a lot of encour-
agement from the people we 
were opening for.”

According to Tea, the best 
advice he ever received came 
from Ray Charles, who told 
him not to get into show busi-
ness if there was anything else 
he could do. Tea said it was 
both a gift and a curse that he 
wasn’t good at anything else. 

“It really was the finger of 
God,” Tea said. “There are 
people better than me and 

certainly better looking than 
me that didn’t make it — I feel 
blessed every day that I got to 
do this.” 

Tea was asked to sing with 
The Lettermen in 1984 after 
they discovered him singing at 
the Dunes hotel in Las Vegas. 
After a brief test run with the 
group, he officially became a 
full-time Letterman and has 
been one ever since. 

The Lettermen are best 
known for songs like “Portrait 
of My Love,” “Goin’ Out of My 

Head/Can’t Take My Eyes Off 
You,” “Put Your Head on My 
Shoulder” and many others. 
However, audiences can 
expect more than just the old 
standards during a Lettermen 
concert. Tea said the group 
is good at staying relevant, 
often taking newer songs and 

“Lettermenizing” them. 

“It keeps us current, and 
it keeps our show fresh” 

Tea said. “I’ve been pleas-
antly surprised by the great 

response to these newer songs 
— people have been telling us to 
keep them coming.”

The Lettermen return to 
The Villages for two shows 
at 4 and 7 p.m. March 29 at 
Savannah Center. Tickets 

start at $25. Go to thevillages 
entertainment.com. 

Senior writer Taylor Strickland 
can be reached at 352-753-1119, 
ext. 5334, or taylor.strickland@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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See us on 

Facebook & YouTube

COME IN TODAY 
FOR A FREE QUOTE!

352.539.0220
368 Shopping Center Dr • Wildwood

WWW.WKANDB.COMWWW.WKANDB.COM
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2024.

NO GROUT 
LINES TO 

CLEAN...EVER!

$500
OFF

Showers

OFFOFF
With Purchase of 
Pan & Wall Combo

Granite

PLUS
Free Stainless Steel

Kitchen Sink!

$3500
SQ. FT.

contact ritual@tscfl.org for more info

MARCH 23, 2024 4:30pm to 8:30pm

 $10/person Members | $15/person Non-Members
Includes food voucher and 5 game tickets

Extra game tickets can be purchased for $5/10 tickets
Checks preferred

Temple Shalom of Central FL
13563 County Rd 101 • Oxford, FL 34483

Attention: Purim

RSVP with Payment Deadline: March 20, 2024

Bring your macaroni  
boxes to shake  
Haman away!

Donate them to the
Food Bank following 

PurimSpiel

Carnival Games, 
Booths, Food and Drink, 

Popcorn, Havdalah, 
Megillah Reading, 

Costumes Encouraged, 
PurimSpiel

MARCH 23, 2024 4:30pm to 8:30pmMARCH 23, 2024 4:30pm to 8:30pmMARCH 23, 2024 4:30pm to 8:30pm

Space is very limited. Reserve your seat now!

352-540-7000

Wednesday November 8  - 10:30 am
Thursday November 30 - 10:30 am

Wednesday December 13  - 10:30 am

Complimentary
Lunch, Laugh & Learn

APY

%

Earn

+

Randy Shoup
A Tribute to

Rodney Dangerfield

PALMER LEGENDS
Country Club

*This event is not about the sale of Annuities.

To Monthly Income,
With Security and Liquidity

LEARN THE SECRET...

Need Predictable Monthly Income?

Featuring

 Wednesday, March 27  - 10:30 am
  Thursday, April 11 - 10:30 am
  Wednesday, April 24 - 10:30 am
  Thursday, May 9 - 10:30 am

REPLACE YOUR POST LIGHT

352 748-5818

STARTING AT

$300
Installed on your post

Includes new photo cell
and bulb

two coach lights 
for only $300 more

SINCE 1948  EC13012721

352-409-5688
1113 S. 14th St., Leesburg, FL1113 S. 14th St., Leesburg, FL

Best Choice in
Quality AND AFFORDABILITY

FREE DELIVERY
Jazzy Power Chair

Pride Go Chair
Lift Chair

Mobility Scooters

Jazzy Power Chair

Mobility Scooters

FREE In-Home Demos
FREE In-Store Diagnostics 

VA Sales & Service

SALES & REPAIR
SPECIALIST

#1

in Lake County

0%
Interest
with financing

Starting
at just 

$799 $$$$799 799 799 799 799 799 799 799 

25.5 Turning Radius
Power Chairs & 

Scooter
33 pounds and up

Accepting:

We look forward
to seeing you!

20+ Years 
of Porsche
Experience
Porsche Factory 

Trained & Certified $130
OIL CHANGE

starting at

$300
MAJOR SERVICES

starting at

(Every 10,000 Miles or 12 Months) (Every 20,000 Miles or 24 Months)

SERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCE
Porsche, BMW, Mini, Audi, VW, Mercedes-Benz

(Every 10,000 Miles or 12 Months) (Every 20,000 Miles or 24 Months)

SERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCESERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCESERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCESERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCE

All German
Motorworks

Porsche, BMW, Mini, Audi, VW, Mercedes-BenzPorsche, BMW, Mini, Audi, VW, Mercedes-Benz

109 Weber Ave., Leesburg, FL 34748
352-787-8778

We look forward
to seeing you!to seeing you!

SERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCE
Porsche, BMW, Mini, Audi, VW, Mercedes-Benz

SERVICE, REPAIR & PERFORMANCE
otorworksotorworksotorworks

Porsche, BMW, Mini, Audi, VW, Mercedes-Benz

109 Weber Ave., Leesburg, FL 34748

208 US Hwy 27/441
Lady Lake, FL 32159
352-307-0061

Hours: Tue-Fri 10am-5pm
Saturday 10am-2pm

$10 00 OFF
SERVICE ON A VACUUM
OR SEWING MACHINE

Expires 3-31-24

208 US Hwy 27/441208 US Hwy 27/441208 US Hwy 27/441
Lady Lake, FL 32159Lady Lake, FL 32159Lady Lake, FL 32159Lady Lake, FL 32159Lady Lake, FL 32159

cp

FREE ESTIMATES 

352-732-6220
www.adaflorida.com

10% OFF
Air Duct Cleaning for Residents of 

The Villages® Community.
Not valid with others. Expires 4-4-24.

AIR DUCT ASEPTICS
Certified Air Duct Cleaning Experts

TOP QUALITY AIR DUCT 
CLEANING SERVICES

The Lettermen 
Keep Harmony Alive 
Around the Globe

…

The classic trio returns to 
The Villages for two shows 
at 4 and 7 p.m. March 29 at 
Savannah Center.

1960’s era vocal 
group The Lettermen, 
lead by Tony 
Butala, center, with 
Donovan Tea, left, 
and Bobby Poynton, 
perform their song 

“Hurt So Bad” in 
front of a sold-out 
crowd at Savannah 
Recreation Center in 
2018. They will return 
to The Villages for 
two shows at 4 and 
7 p.m. March 29 at 
Savannah Center.
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