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arts & culture

Rick Springfi

eld

Had Audience on Its
Feet at The Sharon

Villagers and visitors alike
came out in droves to see
the “Jessie’s Girl” singer
live in concert March 12.

By TAYLOR STRICKLAND
Daily Sun Senior Writer

Rick Springfield kept audi-
ence members moving all
night long during last week’s
concert at The Sharon L.
Morse Performing Arts Center.

The show opened with a
video compilation of Spring-
field’s various TV and movie
roles, followed by the burning
eagle from his “I Want My 80s”
2023 tour. A deafening roar
erupted from the assembled
crowd as Springfield made his
grand entrance.

To the audience’s delight,
Springfield not only still
looked like the quintessen-
tial rock star with his silver
earring and “Working Class
Dog” suit, but he also played
the part.

From slamming on his
guitar to scattering a dozen
roses on stage, the 74-year-old
rocker made sure to include
all of his signature stage tricks.
And he did it all with his
trademark modesty and self-
deprecating humor.

“I don’t know how the
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I don't know
how the
youngsters do it
these days.”

RICK SPRINGFIELD
Musician and actor
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youngsters do it these days,”
Springfield said.

pringfield has made a repu-
tation for himself as a soft
rocker with a hard pop hook.
The Australian-American
singer and musician got his
start in garage bands like Icy
Blues, Moppa Blues, Wickedy
Wak and Zoot. He released
his debut single “Speak to
the Sky” and his debut solo
album “Beginnings” shortly
before moving to the U.S.
in1972.
Despite the relative
success of “Speak to the Sky,”
which reached No. 14 on the

Billboard Hot 100, Springfield
didn’t get his big break until
the release of his fifth studio
album, “Working Class Dog,”
in 1981. The album spawned
his one and only No. 1 single,
“Jessie’s Girl,” which won him
a Grammy Award for best rock
vocal performance.
Springfield is also well-
known for his extensive TV
career. One of his earliest
roles was Dr. Noah Drake on
“General Hospital,” solidifying

) AR T

Rob Grabowski | The Associated Press
Rick Springfield performs Aug. 31 at RiverEdge Park in Aurora, Illinois. Springfield drew a
crowd to his March 12 performance at The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center, where
the 74-year-old not only looked the part of the quintessential rock star, but he played it too,
slamming on his guitar and scattering roses on the stage.

him as a TV heartthrob in
addition to arocker.

Most recently, Springfield
starred alongside Meryl
Streep in the 2015 movie

“Ricki and the Flash” and guest
starred as the Devil himself
in season 12 of the CW series

“Supernatural.”

His latest album, “Auto-
matic,” was released in 2023.

Keeping the audience out of
their seats most of the night
wasn’t Springfield’s only feat.

He also managed to elicitafew
proper call and response inter-
ludes from the crowd.

He entertained fans with a
rapid-fire compilation of
songs, which included a hilar-
ious interlude with “Bruce,”
a song that makes obvious
reference to Springfield’s
longtime frustration at often
being mistaken for Bruce
Springsteen.

The concert ended with the

iconic “Jessie’s Girl,” to which
the entire crowd danced and
sang along as Springfield
performed shirtless. Many
throughout the crowd were
on their phones recording
videos, snapping photos and
FaceTiming friends and
family not lucky enough to
score tickets.

Among them were friends
Sam Hickerson, Alyssa Gibson
and Keara McCardle. Each
sported their own Spring-
field merchandise, including
custom guitar picks and a

“Jessie’s Girl” T-shirt.

“It was fantastic,” McCardle
said. “Absolutely fantastic.”

McCardle was visiting from
Augusta, Georgia. Hickerson,
aVillage of Belle Aire resident,
invited her and Gibson, of
Summerfield, to the concert.

Hickerson and Gibson said
they see one to two shows a
week at either The Sharon
or the Savannah Center and
typically love all of them, but
both felt there was something
special about the energy
Springfield brought to the
stage.

Gibson said the quality
of his voice was great, while
Hickerson joked that his
physique put all the other men
in the audience to shame.

Gibson said many of the
songs during the show made
the urge to get up and dance
irresistible, while McCardle
said she would like to see
more rock ‘n’ roll shows at The
Sharon in the future.

Senior writer Taylor Strickland
can be reached at 352-753-1119,
ext. 5334, or taylor.strickland@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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OF FLORIDA STYLE

Plus,
in-store only,
take an additional
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ALL Clearance

Wednesday, March 20 & Thursday, March 21, 2024

—In-Store & Online —

Merchandise!

Take

25" OFF

entire stock of

REGULAR & REDUCED

SWIMWEAR M

from Maxine,
Penbrooke and Ceeb

Regular: S34% - 5949
2 Days Only:

32624 -S7124

PLUS, ONLINE & IN-STORE BONUS COUPONS:

BONUS COUPON: TAKE

25" OFF

ANY ONE REGULAR PRICED ITEM
SEE EXCLUSIONS" Valid 3/20/24 - 3/21/24

Must have coupon to receive discount. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Limit (3) 25% off regular priced coupons per customer. Exclusions apply.*
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Must have coupon to receive discount. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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*Excludes Avalin, Bali, Charlie B, Escape by Habitat, Foxcroft, G Lifestyle, Habitat, IBKUL, Lisette, Look Mode, M and M, Oli & Sofia, PB) Blues, RBX, Robell, Spanx, Terra, Topanga, Tribal and Vogo.
Cannot be combined with any other discount. No adjustments made on previously purchased merchandise.
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