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Volunteer Debbie Williamson, left, of the Village of LaBelle, dances with client David Southern, of the Village of 
Tamarind Grove, during the Day-Break Club on Tuesday at Odell Recreation.

Day-Break Club Seeks
Extra Help for Guests

By ANNE MOSER  |  Daily Sun Staff Writer

The Day-Break Club of The Villages is looking for a few  
good men.

Although the club always welcomes new volunteers, right 
now it is in need of more men for the position. Whether it’s 
every week or once a month, volunteers play a vital role in all 
aspects of the club.

“Volunteers do a little bit of everything,” said club president 
Sandra Ricciardi, of the Village De La Vista. “Some of their 

main responsibilities are to oversee clients’ safety and help 
entertain them.”

Founded in 2013, the group offers a safe and supportive 
environment for caregivers living in The Villages to drop off 
adult family members with disabilities, such as Alzheimer’s or 
Down syndrome. Activities vary between the group’s weekly 
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Sophia Lucente  |  Daily Sun
Flo Hurlburt, of the Village of St. Charles, and Kathy 
Montgomery, of the Village of Hammock at Fenney, 
both members of the Tri-County Women Veterans, lay 
the wreath at the Fourth of July Ceremony at Veterans 
Memorial Park of The Villages in 2024.

Tri-County Women 
Veterans Celebrates 
25-Year Anniversary
By MADDIE CUTLER  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer 

Members of the Tri-County 
Women Veterans marked 
the group’s 25th anniversary 
with a cruise in December, 
but they also took moments 
throughout the past year to 
look back at their more than 
two decades of friendship and 
remember all they’ve accom-
plished together. 

President Betsy Nolan 

retired from the U.S. Navy 
as a captain after serving 
for 26 years. She joined the 
Tri-County Women Veterans 
around 2015 and has enjoyed 
watching the club evolve.

“I am thrilled to be a part 
of this organization,” said 
Nolan, of the Village of Bonita.  

Please See VETERANS, A8

We know what 
Mahomes can 
do, we know 
what Barkley 
can do. But if 
history is any 
indication, role 
players will 
decide which 
team walks  
away victorious.

Bring an 
artistic spirit 
to Trout Lake 
Nature Center 
today from 1:30 
to 4 p.m. for 
a watercolor 
class on 
how to paint 
the roseate 
spoonbill.
Inspired By Nature: 
Roseate Spoonbill is an 
adult beginner water-
color class on painting 
the distinctive Florida 
wading bird. The class 
fee is $50 and includes 
all the supplies needed 
for the class.
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HAMAS SAYS TALKS 
ARE ON FOR NEW 
PHASE OF CEASEFIRE

EL SALVADOR SAYS IT’S 
WILLING TO TAKE IN 
U.S. DEPORTEES

Hamas is meeting with 
international mediators 
on the second phase of 
the ceasefire in Gaza that 
began last month. A3

The comment from  
El Salvador’s president 
comes after a meeting 
with U.S. Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio. A28

WHITE HOUSE TARIFF THREATS TARGET 
FENTANYL TRAFFICKING INTO U.S.
To avoid tariffs, Mexico and Canada on Monday both 
agreed to deals that would combat the illicit flow of the 
deadly opiate into the U.S. The drug is blamed for more 
than 70,000 overdose deaths in the U.S. annually.
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The end is in sight for The Villages 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s 88 Keys 
Project. For years, the VPO has 
rented a concert piano from the 
Steinway Piano Gallery in Tampa 
whenever the orchestra hosted a 
guest pianist. Now, thanks to the 
generous contributions of donors, 
the VPO will soon purchase its 
own Steinway piano.

Please See ORCHESTRA, A9
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Relax with comics and 

puzzles, D6-8

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, D2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, D2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a features tip or general question? Contact 
Andrea Davis at 352-753-1119, ext. 5374
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Horoscopes D9

Television D10

Advice D11

Baked Stuffed Shrimp
Served Werved Werved ith Rith Rith ice

SERVINGS  |  2

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Line a baking sheet with 

INGREDIENTS

Vegetable oil spray

1 tablespoon olive oil, divided use

3 tablespoons frozen diced onion

1 teaspoon minced garlic

1/21/21/  cup finely chopped mushrooms

A PERFECT 
GIFT FOR ANY 
OCCASION
Le Portier Shay 

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Inspired By Nature: Roseate Spoonbill, 1:30 to 4 p.m., 
Trout Lake Nature Center, 520 E. County Road 44 in 
Eustis, $50 for class session; troutlakenaturecenter.
com. Inspired By Nature: Roseate Spoonbill is an 
adult beginner watercolor class on painting the 
roseate spoonbill, a distinctive Florida wading bird, 
is being offered. Participants can learn to apply 
patterns, add details and color and more. The class 
fee is $50, and includes all supplies, brushes and 
paints. Advance registration is required through the 
TLNC website or by calling 352-357-7536. 

Paint and Sip, noon to 3 p.m., The Legacy Restaurant at Nancy Lopez Country Club, 17135 Buena Vista Blvd., The 
Villages, $59.99, limited seating for each class; legacyrestaurant.com/sip-paint. Enjoy a small treat and try your 
hand at painting while the talented Kathy Hodge Rolfes performs a step-by-step demonstration for participants 
to follow. This class, participants can learn to paint “Devoted Dolphins.” Call 352-753-1475 in advance to book. 
Visit the website above for scheduled paintings.

Today 2/5
John Johnson, 4 to 7 p.m., 
Ednas’ on the Green, 
5227 Marsh Bend Trail, 
The Villages, free; 
ednashospitality.com. 
Enjoy spending time 
outdoors at Ednas’ on 
the Green for a night 
of fun as you listen 
to live music where 
you can sing along 
while listening to John 
Johnson. Johnson plays 
his guitar and covers 
some of your favorite 
traditional country 
songs. Each day, a 
different group performs 
on the stage. No outside 
food, containers or 
beverages are permitted 
at the venue.

Friday 2/7
Fashionistas Spring 
Market, 1 to 4 p.m., 
Rohan Recreation, 850 
Kristine Way, The 
Villages, free; 262-424-
0343. Browse through 
an assortment of 
handcrafted jewelry, 
clothing, bags, 
accessories, a variety 
of makeup and more 
at the Spring Fashion 
Market, which is 
presented by The 
Villages Fashionistas. 
Admission to the event 
is free and open to 
all Villages residents. 
For more information, 
contact Laura Pintar at 
lauraapintar@gmail.
com or call 262-424-0343.

Thursday 2/6
Cooking for One or Two — 
Weeknights, 5 to 6:30 p.m., 
Leesburg Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Leesburg, free; advance 
registration required at 
mylakelibrary.org. Learn 
how to create delicious 
and healthy meals in 
under 30 minutes with 
award-winning Chef 
Warren Caterson during 
this cooking class, which 
meets in meeting room 
A and B. Participants 
can learn how to cook 
dishes using what they 
already have. This class 
is designed for adults. For 
more information or to 
register, visit the website 
above.

Saturday 2/8
Starry Starry Night, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m., Everglades 
Recreation Multipurpose 
Field, 5497 Marsh Bend 
Trail, The Villages, free;
vlgastroclub.org. Astronomers 
will showcase the evening 
sky through their telescopes, 
binoculars, and electronically 
assisted astronomy “smart” 
equipment. The event is 
happening near the multi-
purpose field entrance by the 
basketball court walking path. 
Attendees can view Jupiter, 
Saturn, the Great Orion 
Nebula, the seven sisters 
(Pleiades), star clusters, 
double stars, nebulae and 
galaxies. Admission is free 
for all residents and guests 
with valid ID cards. 

Sunday 2/9
Market of Marion, 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 12888 
U.S. Highway 441, 
Belleview, free;
themarketofmarion.
com. At the Market of 
Marion, not only can 
one find aisles of fresh 
fruits and vegetables 
and a seemingly 
endless flea market,
one also can find a 
monthly car show, 
where people from the 
surrounding area can 
bring their classic and 
older model cars and 
show off a part of their 
driving youth. Parking 
and admission are free 
and the market is open 
every weekend.

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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Listen

Watch

George Horsford  |  Daily Sun

Sophia Lucente  |  Daily Sun
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Make it a Great Day!
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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  C5
Chris Lipp is a U.S. Army veteran and worked 

for more than three decades with IBM.

AVANI MAHARAJ ON NATURE  |  C1
The Villages Astronomy Club will host its 

“Starry, Starry Night” event Saturday.

T H E V I L L A G E S D A I L Y S U N . C O M F E B R U A R Y  5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E
N E W S P A P E R

O F  F L O R I D A ’ S
F R I E N D L I E S T
H O M E T O W N

 V O L U M E  2 8  
   I S S U E  0 3 6

WEDNESDAY

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S
—

TOP FIVE STATES  
FOR RETIREMENT, 2025
1. Florida

2. Minnesota

3. Colorado

4. Wyoming

5. South Dakota

Florida was ranked as 
the best state in the U.S. 
to retire to, according  
to a new study by Wallet- 
Hub. The Sunshine State 
consistently ranks high as 
the best state of choice for 
retirement due to its low 
taxes for retired people, 
agreeable weather for sun-
seekers and endless recre-
ation and entertainment.

DRIVER-FREE FREEWAYS, EGG-LAYING AMBITIONS AND A FELINE WILDLIFE THREAT

T E S T  YO U R  N E W S  I Q
—

 Former NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg has 
taken on a new position 
as a ____ minister in 
his native country of 
Norway. Page A29 

 Researchers say that cats 
are a threat to wildlife in 
Scotland, killing how many 
animals yearly? Page A30

 Scientists say samples of 
which near-Earth asteroid 
contained the building 
blocks for life? Page A34

2.

4.

5.

a) Defense

b) Finance

c) Interior

d) Foreign

a) 1 million

b) 250 million

c) 500 million

d) 750 million

a) Ryugu

b) Sisyphus

c) Bennu

d) Apollo

 When considering 
raising chickens in 
your backyard, it’s safe 
to assume that your 
county, town or city 
will allow it. Page A32

3.

 The self-driving taxi service Waymo says it is ready to advance to its latest frontier —  
Los Angeles’ freeways. Before expanding to L.A. in November, the company served Phoenix 
and San Francisco, where its cars have driven how many miles without a driver? Page A33

1.

a) 1 million miles
b) 15 million miles

c) 23 million miles
d) 30 million miles
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meetings, but typically 
meetings include games, live 
entertainment and trivia. 
The primary goal is to give 
caretakers a break during 
the day, which is where the 
club’s name comes from. 
People who use the service 
are known as “Day Breakers.” 
Volunteers assist the leader-
ship team in running weekly 
meetings and making sure 
clients are safe and having 
fun.

While clients are evenly 
split between men and women, 
the majority of the current 
volunteers are women.

“We have some spots to fill 
after losing a few of our male 
volunteers,” Ricciardi said. 

“Male volunteers help the 
men in the club feel more at 
ease and give them someone 
to relate with.”

People can choose how 
frequently they volunteer. 

Many of them go to club meet-
ings every week, though some 
opt to go biweekly or monthly. 
A typical day starts before the 
meeting officially begins and 
ends after the clients have 
gone home.

A ll volunteers have 
different responsibilities that 
change from week to week, 
but could include helping 
clients sign in, assisting with 
activities or serving snacks 
and drinks. Another goal 
is to make sure clients are 
having fun and participating, 
whether it means dancing to 
groovy tunes or playing horse 
bingo with them.

“A major part of volun-
teering is keeping clients 
happy,” said volunteer Steve 
Robbins, of the Village of 
Duval. “We have a lot of fun 
with it.”

As safety is a priority 
for the Day-Break Club, 
volunteers follow specific 
measures to keep clients safe 
throughout the meeting, such 
as preventing clients from 
wandering out of the room.

To help prevent this, some 
volunteers may be assigned to 
monitor the doors or accom-
pany guests to restrooms.

“Volunteers will get training 
on how to redirect people and 
keep them from wandering,” 
Ricciardi said.

Another significant part of 
volunteering is building rela-
tionships with clients through 
one-on-one interactions.

Gerard Desilets, of the 
Village of Ashland, has 

volunteered with the club 
since 2016. He said one of the 
many perks is the friendships 
he’s formed with some of the 
clients.

“There are three reasons I 
volunteer — for caretakers, for 
clients and for myself,” he said. 

“It’s rewarding to know how 
much you’re helping others as 
a volunteer.”

It’s also important to be 
mindful of clients’ disabili-

ties and know how to accom-
modate them. Potential 
volunteers should be compas-
sionate, patient and go out of 
their way to make clients feel 
welcome, Ricciardi said.

“You should enjoy people 
and be willing to socialize 
with clients,” Desilets said. 

“You get to know them on a 
more personal level.”

Volunteers must be 
Villages residents and have a 
valid ID card. Those who are 
interested can call Ricciardi 
at 203-376-2820. New volun-
teers can expect an orienta-
tion and some training before 
they officially start their 
roles.

The Day-Break Club meets 
at 1 p.m. Tuesdays at Odell 
Recreation. Visit day-break-
club.com or call Ricciardi for 
more information.

FREE SEMINAR
HEALTHY BRAIN AGING

Join Dr. Craig Curtis,
National Alzheimer’s Expert, as he discusses:

CALL TODAY TO RSVP

352-707-5252
WWW.CRAIGCURTISMD.COM

KIM SALAZAR, MD
US ARMY VETERAN

CRAIG CURTIS, MD
US NAVY VETERAN

Seminar Location:
SHARON L. MORSE MEDICAL CENTER

Building 500 • 3rd Floor
1400 N. US Hwy 441 • Suite 537

The Villages, FL 32159

Also Consider Attending & Supporting

TV Brain Health Club
Hosted by Dr. Tweet Coleman
The Colony Rec Center

1st Monday Each Month • 1-2pm
TVBrainHealthClub@gmail.com

• Proper brain nutrition and exercise to boost brain performance
• The connection between sleep and a healthy brain
• Memory & forgetfulness – What is normal?
• Causes of memory loss and proper diagnosis
• Recent discoveries in Alzheimer’s disease, treatment & prevention
• Learn & understand proven methods to reduce your dementia risk
• ALL are welcome to attend these weekly educational events

Best - Kristisha

To
The Villages®
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To
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Leesburg
International 
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www.shopfamilyfurniture.com
Offers do not apply to stressless Furniture, Clearance and Special Sale Merchandise, or Prior sales.

Dining Room consists of table/(4) chairs/sideboard. Bedroom consists of dresser/mirror/bed/chest/(2) night stands.
*No Interest if paid in full within 24 months.  Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period. Minimum Sale is $2000. 25% deposit 

required at point of sale. Minimum amount financed $1500.  No interest will be assessed if you make on-time monthly payments and pay off the balance before the promotional period ends.  If you do not pay the balance in full by the 
expiration date, interest will be assessed from the purchase date at the standard APR. Standard account terms also apply to non-promotional purchases.  New accounts: Standard Purchase APR 29.99%. Minimum interest charge $1. 

Existing account holders, see your credit agreement for applicable terms. Making only minimum payments will not pay off the balance in time and larger payments will be necessary.  This is a limited time offer.  Offer may not be 
combined with other special financing offers. Prior purchases excluded and account must be in good standing. Offer subject to credit approval on a Renovate credit card account. See store associate for more information

$50 OFF RECLINERS $100 OFF SOFAS $200 OFF SECTIONALS

8626 US Hwy. 441
Leesburg, FL 34788

352.435.6131
HOURS: Mon-Sat 10-5

Sunday 12-4

Choose
from

our huge
selection of 
power sofas,
love seats, 
sectionals,

and
chairs!

$300 OFF
DINING ROOMS

$400 OFF
BEDROOMS

BONUS
OFFER:

Purchase
Genuine 

Leather and
Double the
Discount

PRESIDENTS DAY SALE
ON SELECT ADJUSTABLE

MATTRESS SETS

SAVE  
$500*

SAVE  
$500*

UP
TO

*Offer valid January 28–February 25, 2025, while supplies last. Maximum savings of $500 requires purchase of a 
TEMPUR-Breeze® mattress and a TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Select adjustable mattress sets only. Savings realized at 
time of purchase. Certain offers may not be combined. Excludes previous purchases. See store for availability and details. 

Copyright 2025 Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC. All rights reserved. 

20%
OFF

Accessories

 24 mo.
Financing*

for Presidents
Day Sale!

During the first classical 
concert of the year, which 
featured Italian guest pianist 
Renato Balsadonna, it was 
announced that the orchestra 
recently passed a crucial 
milestone in its ongoing 
fundraising campaign. 

“Your Villages Philharmonic 
Orchestra, under the leader-
ship of maestro Pasquale 
Valerio, is on the cusp of 
raising the necessary funds to 
acquire a beautiful, brand-new 
concert D model grand piano, 
just like the one you see here 
today,” said Jonathan Hunt, 
the Steinway Tampa Bay vice 
president. “The fundraising 
goal is in sight, but we still 
need your help. We ask that 
you please consider joining our 
campaign.”

The 88 Keys Project was 
created in partnership with 
Steinway & Sons, one of 
the foremost piano manu-
facturers in the world. It 
started in November 2022, 
when Valerio brought in two 
Steinway artists to play in the 
lobby of The Sharon L. Morse 
Performing Arts Center. He 
repeated the experience two 
more times, but, until this 
summer, nothing happened. 

The average price for a 
new Steinway model 

D concert grand piano is 
$200,000. For nearly two 
years, the fundraiser stalled 
at $19,000. It remained that 

way through October, when 
Dean Throndsen, a longtime 
VPO supporter, announced 
the status of the campaign 
and urged patrons to donate. 
Many contributed, but dona-
tions ultimately fell short of 
the total goal. That changed 
three months ago, when 
Valerio started shopping for 
a good deal on a Steinway and 
looking for donors in earnest. 

“I drove to South Florida, 
and I met a donor who under-
stood my frustration,” said 
Valerio, music director of the 
VPO. “He said, ‘If you find 
someone who can match my 
$25,000, you will have my 
check.’”

Valerio ended up finding 
not only one person to match 
the $25,000 but two. With 
an extra $75,000 to boost 
the existing donations, he 
turned back to the VPO’s 
audience. He allowed donors 
like Throndsen to address 
the audience before concerts, 
encouraging them to come 
together and support the cause. 

In December, Throndsen 
once again urged patrons to 
donate to the  88 Keys Project. 
After the concert, he looked 
over the balcony down into 
the lobby, where he saw lines 
of people waiting to write a 
check and make a donation. 
He is humbled by the number 
of people who gave to the VPO. 

“I had a man who told me 
his father donated a Steinway 
organ to the church in central 
Minnesota some 50 years ago, 
and it’s still being used today,” 
Throndsen said. “He said, ‘I 

wrote a check because you 
are not buying a piano, you 
are buying an exceptional 
musical instrument that will 
last The Villages Philhar-
monic Orchestra for years.’”

At the classical concert, 
Balsadonna demonstrated 
the quality of the piano with 
a performance of  Mozart’s 

“Piano Concerto No. 20 in D 
minor, K. 466” as well as two 
additional pieces. 

The 88 Keys Project has 
since reached $130,000, 

and Valerio expects more 
donations to come soon. 

This month, he will travel 
to the famous and historical 
Steinway & Sons piano factory 
in New York City and select 
the VPO’s piano.  

Technically, the VPO 
doesn’t need a permanent 
concert piano because the 
orchestra only does three 
piano concerts every year. 
But for Valerio, it’s not about 
necessity — it’s about investing 
in the community’s future. 

“We can rent, but in my 
vision for the future of the 
community, we should 
have a piano that belongs to 
The Villages Philharmonic 
Orchestra but is in service of 
the community,” he said. “We 
already agreed with every-
body that we take only the 
best they have offer to us.”

Senior writer Taylor Strickland 
can be reached at 352-753-
1119, ext. 5334, or taylor.
strickland@thevillagesmedia.
com.
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Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun
Volunteer Marlene Finley, left, of the Village of LaBelle, paints the nails of client and 
Village of Dabney resident Theresa Lamendola during a Day-Break Club meeting Tuesday.

Joseph Cooke  |  Daily Sun
Guest pianist Renato Balsadonna performs with The Villages Philharmonic Orchestra 
during a classical concert Jan. 26 at The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center.
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