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New York Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players welcomes all aboard 
Her Majesty’s Ship Pinafore 
for this leg of the theater 
company’s national tour.  

For 50 years, New York 
Gilbert & Sullivan Players has 
been bringing joy unbounded 
to New York City audiences. 
Now, the city’s foremost 
professional Gilbert and 
Sullivan repertory company 
will perform a production 
of “H.M.S Pinafore” at The 
Sharon L. Morse Performing 
Arts Center. It’s part of the 
company’s 50th Anniversary 
season, which also includes 
productions of “Ruddigore,” 

“The Pirates of Penzance,” 
“Iolanthe” and another touring 
production of “The Mikado.”

“We’ve been performing 
‘H.M.S. Pinafore’ since the 
beginning of the company,” 
said David Wannen, the 
executive director of New York 
Gilbert & Sullivan Players as 
well as one of the performers. 
He plays the bass-baritone 
role of Bill Bobstay, who is 
otherwise known as The Boat-
swain’s Mate.

Considered W.S. Gilbert 

and Arthur Sullivan’s first 
mega-hit,  “H.M.S Pinafore,” 
or “The Lass That Loved a 
Sailor,” allowed the play-
wright-and-composer pair to 
chart a new course for modern 
musical theater during the 
Victorian-era. It launched not 
only Gilbert and Sullivan, but 
also the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Company, which performed 
the duo’s canon for more than 
100 years. 

“As the first great Gilbert 
and Sullivan success story, 
one can point to this work, 
with its union of popular 
musical hall and more elite 
operatic elements, as the true 
father of musical theater as we 
know it,” said Albert Bergeret, 
founder and artistic director 
of New York Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players. “Its descendants have 
been going back and forth 
across the Atlantic ever since.”

The comic opera follows a 
cast of characters aboard 

the Royal Navy ship H.M.S. 
Pinafore. It centers around the 
captain’s daughter, Josephine, 
who has caught the eye of two 
men at once: a lowly sailor 
named Ralph Rackstraw and 
the pompous Sir Joseph Porter. 
To complicate matters further, 
Josephine only loves one of the 
men, while her father, Capt. 
Corcoran, wants her to marry 
the other. 

T h a n k f u l l y,  L i t t l e 
Buttercup is there to help 
unravel the mess of mistaken 
identities and mismatched 

marriages and show the 
unlucky lovers that “love 
levels all ranks.”

“The great part about ‘H.M.S. 
Pinafore’ is that it appeals to 
both parts of the human mind,” 
Wannen said. “It has satire 
that’s cool and biting as well 
as a rousing heart, then there 
is the romance between the 
tenor and soprano.” 

Although Wannen’s tenure 
is shorter than Bergeret’s, 

he’s been with New York 
Gilbert & Sullivan Players for 
quite some time. This year 
marks his  21st season. He 
started with the company as 
a singer and actor, eventually 
going back school and earning 
a business degree from 
Columbia University, joining 
administration and becoming 
executive director.

Wannen saw his first Gilbert 

and Sullivan production when 
he was 5 years old. His favor-
ites are  “H.M.S. Pinafore,” 

“Ruddigore” and “The Pirates 
of Penzance,” in which he 
plays the role of Pirate King. 

“Gilbert’s writing has this 
timeless quality because what 
he’s making fun of is timeless,” 
Wannen said. “Like the line, 

‘I always voted at my party’s 
call, and I never thought of 
thinking for myself at all’ — 
that is a perfect line for today’s 
world with today’s politicians. 
The words stay relevant year 
after year because history 
keeps repeating itself.”

New York Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players brings more of the time-
less work of Gilbert and Sullivan 
to life in “H.M.S. Pinafore” at 
7 p.m. Jan. 25 at The Sharon. 
Tickets are $45 and up. To 
purchase, go to thevillages 
entertainment.com. 
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The New York Gilbert & 
Sullivan Players will present 

“H.M.S. Pinafore” at 7 p.m. 
Jan. 25 at The Sharon.
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