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TONIGHT AT
SPANISH SPRINGS
TOWN SQUARE

Brown Bag Brass Band

TONIGHT AT

MARKET SQUARE

Sondra Hunt Band

LAKE SUMTER LANDING

Good-time party music.

the dance floor for an unfor-

Tapping your toes and hitting

gettable night of great music. |

TONIGHT AT

LN

BROWNWOOD
PADDOCK SQUARE

1
Tonya Staples Trio

styles.

This trio covers lots of music

PHILADELPHIA

Queen Latifah ‘Unable
To Aceept’ Award
For Personal Reasons

Queen Latifah is “unable to accept” an award

named for a pioneering opera singer, citing

personal reasons. The Marian Anderson

Award made the announcement on its website.
The organization wasn’t more explicit, and

Queen Latifah’s spokeswoman did not imme-
diately return an email Friday. The award is

given in Philadelphia to critically acclaimed

artists for their humanitarian work.

— The Associated Press

BACKSTAGE
PASS

Insights on stage,
screen and beyond.

Howie
Mandel
Makes
Audience
Part of Show

By KRISTEN FIORE
Daily Sun Senior Staff Writer

As comedian, actor, televi-
sion host and “America’s Got
Talent” judge, Howie Mandel
jumped out onto the stage to a
chorus of applause and cheers,
he, too, let out aloud, “Wooo0!”

“I’'ve never known how to
answer that sound,” Mandel
said.

The comedian brought his
stand-up act to the Sharon L.
Morse Performing Arts Center
on Friday night for two packed
performances.

He delivered a quick-paced
and barely scripted routine,
and his natural flow of humor
made for a hysterically
thrilling show.

Alot of his comedy included
participation from the audi-
ence, which he quickly spun
into jokes.

“You know what, I had an
act and then I met you people,”
Mandel said after a long
exchange with the audience.
“Did you all come in the same
golf cart?”

The room filled with shrieks
oflaughter as he made the sign
language interpreters sign
dirty phrases and joked about
traveling, his wife and doctors
appointments.

“We watch him mostly on
‘America’s Got Talent,” and
he’s really clever,” said Jon
Hartwig, of the Village of Char-
lotte. “I just like the guy.”

These days Mandel is most
known for being a judge on

“America’s Got Talent,” but he
got his start doing comedy in
the ‘80s and eventually worked
his way up to producing shows
like “Take it All” and “Deal
with It” and hosting the
popular “Deal or No Deal.”

“I grew up watching his
comedy, so I wanted to see
him in person,” said Joy
Lynch, of the Village of Briar
Meadow. “His comedy is dry
and straightforward.”

Mandel’s set at The Sharon
was straightforward and
honest, and that’s what made
it hilarious. He created a
light, but comfortable, atmo-
sphere for the audience, which
shouted out answers to his

questions.
“I didn’t see the ad for
tonight’s performance,”

Mandel said at one point. “Did
it say ‘Come on in and chat
with Howie?””

Mandel’s interaction with
audience members became
just as much a part of his set as
his jokes, however.

“People will be like, ‘Oh, I
went to see Howie Mandel.
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Comedian Howie Mandel performs for the sold-out crowd at
the Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center on Friday.

Comedian John Mendoza performs his set as he opens for
Howie Mandel on Friday at The Sharon.

He was OK, but you should’ve

heard us,” Mandel joked.
Eventually he wondered if

the whole thing was a dream.
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Winery & Brewery

“I'll wake up and say, ‘Honey,
Ijust had a weird dream about
a place called The Villages,”
Mandel said.

Every Saturday Starting at 6pm

THE CORKSCREW WINERY & BREWERY
1171 Main St e Spanish Springs™  751-1787
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TANDEM

Continued from A1

The Williamses and tandem
cyclists from The Villages
will welcome visitors from
around the country to ride
together and have fun in and
around Florida’s Friendliest
Hometown.

The PANTHERS Tandem
Bike Club of Florida will host
the ninth annual Florida
Tandem Rally on Oct. 19-21,
giving dozens of tandem
bicyclists — including some
from Minnesota, New York
and Texas — an opportunity
to explore The Villages and
surrounding communities via
designated routes.

Jack Deacon and his wife,
Pat, have been tandem-riding
for 32 years now, racking up
the miles in countless rallies
across the United States —
including The Villages.

“A group of tandems together
is a wonderful, picturesque
kind of thing,” said Jack, of the
Village of Fernandina. “And
you know people are having
fun, you know people are
cooperating, particularly when
they’reridingin a group.”

Bob Thompson, a
PANTHERS founder and
Village of Winifred resident,
saw the need for rallies in the
Sunshine State after noticing
how many Florida tandems
were traveling to partici-
pate in events out of state.
The PANTHERS (Partners
Aboard Neat Tandems Happily
Enjoying Riding Simultane-
ously) now host two rallies
each yearin Florida.

“I said, ‘Well, we’ll start a
club so all the riders in Florida
just don’t have to go so far
every year to attend a rally
to meet with friends,” said
Thompson, who rides with
his wife, Jan. “That’s the main
reason for putting the club
together, and that’s the main
reason for holding the rallies is
just to bring the group together
twice a year. It creates a lot of
good friendships and bonds
with people like that across
the states.”

Participating tandems will
begin and end each of their
rides — regardless of their
distance traveled — at the
Waterfront Inn at Lake Sumter
Landing. On Saturday, for
example, tandems will have
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the option of bicycling on a 35-,
45- or 55-mile route.

“It’s kind of fun having
people come from out of town
and showing them where
we ride,” said Dick Young, a
PANTHERS member along
with his wife, Patty. “You get a
flavor for this part of Florida.”

Kathy Williams said
the club deserves credit
for making the rally such a
popular event.

“They do a great job of
pulling everything together
and making everybody feel
welcomed,” she said. “The
rides are very friendly for
different speeds because
people ride different levels —
and they just cover everything.”

Even off their bicycles,
tandems will have time to
bond during an ice cream
social Oct. 19 and a lunch
buffet and dinner banquet Oct.
20.

Kathy said she and Hank
enjoy being able to meet other
tandem couples through the
rally.

“It’s interesting just to see
the other bikes and talk to
the other people who have
different bikes. You learn alot,”
said Kathy, of the Village of La
Belle. “It’s good to know that
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there are so many more bikes
out there.”

Though Thompson expects
a slight decline in participa-
tion at this year’s rally, given
the Southern Tandem Rally
is the week before, he said the
PANTHERS aren’t worried
about overall attendance.

“We just want everybody
who comes here to have a good
time and to enjoy The Villages,”
Thompson said.

Interested tandems can still
sign up for the rally by filling
out an application by Friday,
the first day of the event.
Applications may be obtained
at floridatandemclub.org or at
the Waterfront Inn on Friday.

Tyler Breaman is a staff writer
with The Villages Daily Sun. He
can be reached at 352-753-1119,
ext. 5226, or tyler.breaman@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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CLEARANCE SALE
ENTIRE STORE!

Any Item In Stock

50% OFF

ENTIRE STORE

PERFECT ADDITIONS BOlﬁ'lQUE

1060 Bichara Blvd, The Villages, FL 32159
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La Plaza Grande

(352) 4300303

FALL SALE
FREE GUEST BATHROOM WITH
KITCHEN ORDER!

*PLUMBING NOT INCLUDED EXPIRES: 10/3 1/2018

CAESAR STONE *

KITCHENS * VANITIES * FIREPLACES
SUMMER KITCHENS

Sunglasses W/B|-foco| Readers or Tinted Reodlng Glcsses %6.95
Polarized Bi-Focal *8.95 Stylish Reading Glasses *5.95
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ﬁ/»» our Monfhly -
Dlscounfs
(CT o] | FETTT $5.00 & $8.95
Clip-On ...ooovveen. $5.00 & $6.95
Reading Glasses ....$5.95 & $6.95
Fit-Overs.......c....c..... $7.95 & $9.95

Fashion ....... $5.95
Polarized .....$7.95
...... $7.95

Ask abouf ,

-

f N

@ MARKET OF MARION (Aisle D South)

6 Miles N. of The Villages® Community, US 441
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 8am-3pm




